
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



14 Comparative Situations of the Town and Countiy Poor. [Jan. 



prove the superiority of the drill cul- 
ture of Potatoes, over that of the 
lazy-bed one ; it ^pears to me, that 
it shows the direct contrary. The ex- 
tract, or the work itself, is I presume 
incofrect ; it credits the lazy-bed pro- 
cess, with only one acres' produce, 
and debits it with eight acre's expense 5 
correct this, and 1 trust my assertioa 
will be eviiiced — ^Ibus 
Dr. Lazy-bed process. 
To expenses ou eight acres, 23 13 4 
Sal. proai, 176 6 ft 
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By produce of eight acres 200 

Dr. drill process. • — 

To expenses on eight acres, 27 1 1 4 

Bal. proBt . . ... K ^S 8 8 

,ei»6 U 

Cr, • 

By produce of eight acres. 196 



Comparison, 
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Profit on lazy-bed process 176 6 8 
Do. dn drill do. inft 8 S 

Profit, more by Lazy-bed J ™ ,„ „ 
than by drill. J _£__ 

1 will endeavour to ascertain the 
better mode, and inform you of the re- 
sult if you wish it If yoi) can pre- 
vail on the gentlemen fanners of this 
country, to send you the account of 
their experiments and uovel practises, 
you will l)y communicating them, 
render an essential service to the com- 
munity, and, may do' as much towards 
promoting the interest of the plough 
in this kingdom, as my friend and late 
neighbour, tlie great Arthur Young, 
has done in that way, in England. 
If I might take the liberty ol re- 
commendmg, it would be, that you 
reject all anonymous communications. 
Mr. Yoiing in his " Annals of Agri- 
culture" set out with that determi- 
nation, and wiiile iie stuck to it tiie 
work was in high repute, aud had a 
ready sale, hut tV moment be tic- 
parted fronj it, the work and the art 
it was intended to benetit, siilfered 
wiusiderably. I am, sir your obedient 
servant. Wm. Gooch. 

OasOe- Upton, Jan. 9/A, .1809. 



To the Editor qf the Belfast Magazine. 

1 FULLY agree with your corres- 
pondent A. Z. in reprobating th« 



isystem of dividing farms for the sake 
of multiplying votes, to be enrolled as so 
many cattle, to increase the interest of 
a landlord at an election ; but I mate- 
rially differ from him, as to the want 
of comfort possessed by the Occupiers 
of small farms. I have in one of the 
commercial reports expressed my sen- 
timents Oil that subjecti before I savr 
his paper. I have now only to add, 
that I think the instances quoted by his 
friend, of the years of scarcity, 1800 
and 1801, ought to be viewed as ex- 
ceptions to the general rule. The 
cause of scarcity in those years is to 
be traced to the deficient harvest of 
1799, which owing to the lateness of 
the spring, and'thewetof the summer 
and iiarvest, foiled in producing the 
usual supplies, so that the stocks of 
the small farmers were soon consumed 
by thek own families, and they were 
altogether dependent on the market 
for their provisions afterwards; and 
having their usual rent and taxes to 
pay, they were in these years in ^ 
worse situation than many of their 
neighbours, who occupied no laud. 
But' this case t apprehencl was an ex- 
ception to the general rule, for in »he 
course of my experience among work- 
ing pepple, particularly as the proprie- 
tor of 'a bleach-green, 1 liave uniformly 
found that those who occupied a few 
acres of ground lived more comfort- 
ably than those who had only a house 
^d small garden. As an employer I 
may have had cause sometimes to com- 
plain that my work may have suffered 
through their attention to their own bu- 
siness, but I am satisfied that they and 
their families were rendered more com- 
fortable by the possession of their little 
allotment of land. What humane em- 
ployer would not be willing to abate 
something of his own advantage, to pro- 
mote the happiness'of those employ edby 
him :- Though in this case, and also 
in the worse management of their farms 
there may be a deduction from ihe 
stock of national wealth, yet any draw- 
back of this kind is, in my estimation, 
more tten compensated by the increas- 
ed comforts attending the system of 
small farms. 

If A. Z's friend had viewed the 
wretchedness of the inmates of some of 
the poor houses in the bye-lanes, and of 
some ot the lod^^ing houses in the prin- 
cipal itrftU «f lisburii, at that period, 
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as some others did, he would proba- 
bly have changed his opmion on tlie 
comparative advantage of the poor 
dwelling it) towns. Of all pitiable situ- 
ations, I conuder the poor of towns 
to suffer most, and probably their suf- 
ferings are generally increased in pro- 
portion to tlie size of the towns. For 
the justness of this assertion, 1 appeal 
to that part of Dublin called the Li- 
berty, and to St. Giles, and similar 
places in' London, where, in addition 
to the usual miseries of poverty, tiie 
want bf fresh air, the contagion of dis- 
ease, anti the no less baneful influence 
of bad example form an aggregate of 
evils distressing to humanity. K. 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

SIR> 

YOU have so readily inserted my 
tbrmer strictures upon the Com- 
mercial Report of your first number, 
and your Reporter has replied in a 
tone so calm and temperate, that I am 
convinced he is an advocate for free> 
discussion; this has induced me to of- 
fer some more observations on this im- 
portant subject, the Circulation of Pa- 
per Money. 

This writer alledges in his reply, 
that the ditfei'ence in our opinions ari- 
ses from the circumstance, that my 
view of the subject is from books, and 
his in the "school of experience, 
where practical lessons are given on the 
subject, the 'Change of Belfast ;*' but 
to this I would answer, that it is by 
books we should make the experience 
of others pur own, and wea>t> inform- 
ed, that in every country where Bank- 
notes have circulated (not convertible 
into specie) bankruptcy has followed. 
Those countries read us practical les- 
soiis in the school of experience, by 
which we should learn wisdom. This 
system of pushing guineas out of cir- 
culation is not of great antiquity in 
any country; and on the Heltast 
'Change, it Is an innovation which has 
been recommended, but not yet put 
into practice ; tlierelbrc, it is too soon 
to speak by experience there. I have 
no doubt but the merchant has expe- 
rienced great"d:fficully in procuring 
gold upon change, and tie is apt to coni- 
|)lain, that the discount is a heavy tax 



vpon trade; tliat guineas are tools in 
the hands of money-Jobbers; but he 
should consider that by putting down 
tins ku)d of jobbing, he raises up ano- 
ther of a much more dangerous kind, 
that is, the new lashion of coinducting 
banks, winch are so many mints for 
commg of paper- money. 'Ihc mer- 
chant who wishes to tree himself from 
paying (he discount on gold, as a tax 
tipon trade, should cohsider that a re- 
duction in the value of inonev, and an 
advance in the price of produce, are 
synonimous terms, 6r in wher words, 
that the goods which he exports must 
go much dearer to market? when the 
circulating medium B.iiScreased in 
quantity, and consequently depreciated. 
When it is in the power of bankers to 
emit as muchas the-y please of this easy 
coinage, they possess great advantages 
over the other members of the com- 
munity, they can sweep the gold into 
their own colffrs, they can assist those 
who are inclined to over-trading, which 
injures the community at large. The 
banker who receives a discount for the 
use of his paper, has been compared, 
by a late writer, to the keeper of a 
gaming-table, and the frequency of the 
transaction is represeuted as absorbing 
the floating wealth of the country. 
Ihe profit of the bankers consists in 
the extent of their paper issues, by 
this means their gains and the benefit 
of the public lias been considered to 
be at variance, they bring the public 
under a heavy cor.iributicu annually, 
the interest of the circulating medium! 
'Ihis annuity has been esiiniated at a 
million and a half in England, vphat it 
amounts t6 in this country would be 
difficult to calculate, but it has in- 
creased, is encreasin-?, and oftght to be 
diminished ; by tlie disuse of guineas, 
and Uie establishment of so great a 
number of banks, this annuity will be 
augmented. When we recollect thatthe 
national bank in a short space of time 
after it withheld its payment m specie 
quintupled its quantity of notes, we may 
expfct that the quantity in circulation 
in a few years more will be truly alarm- 
ing; this bears iiard upon those who 
have a stated income, it places the 
necessanes of life beyond the reach of 
honest industry; it will add to tlie 
wealth of the wealthy, but its tendency 
B to beggar the multitude ; hence it is. 



